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held dearer than your parents and more precious than your sovereign;
and that you were destined, in this world, to ruin yourselves and
cause the fall of the country, and in the future life, to sink to the
nethermost hell. Because I gave these warnings incessantly,. I am
suffering from persecutions. ... I am suffering from the perils
heaped upon me by my adversaries, three in kind, simply because
I am the one who lives the life of the Lotus of Truth. That you
have become a follower of such a man is something beyond common
expectation; there must be some significance in the fact Be strenu-
ous in your faith, and prepare yourself to partake in the communion
of the Paradise of Vulture Peak!
You have sent one sword, with its mate, as your offering ... to
the Lotus of Truth. The swords were, while in your hands, weapons
of malice; now, being offered to Buddha, they are weapons of good.
... These swords will serve as staves in your journey beyond. Know
that the Lotus of Truth is the staff for all Buddhas on their way to
enlightenment! Especially rely on me, Nichiren, as the staff and
pillar! . » . The Sacred Title will be your guidance and support on
the journey after death. The Buddhas Prabhuta-ratna and Sakya-
muni, as well as the four chief Bodhisattvas, will surely lead you by
the hand. If I should be there before you, I, also, will not fail to
' welcome you ... I cannot say all I have to say in this letter. Put
your faith in all the deities (the guardians of the Truth)! March
indefatigably on in the way of faith, and reach your final destiny!
Tell your ladies also of all this! Sincerely in reverence.
(From M. Anesaki's Nichiren.)
III. shinran praises shotoku
That mighty compassionate Bodhisattva our Saviour was made
manifest in the flesh as Lord Shotoku, who like a father forsakes us
not, like a mother is ever with us.
From the beginning of time even until now hath the great Prince
the compassionate dwelt amongst us like father and mother. He in
his pity has urged us to claim the Divine Promise of the Light-
bearer in his wondrous wisdom. Through this we are pressed to all
the virtues, no more to birth and death. . . . Him must we praise
evermore, having sought refuge in him with a single mind: Shotoku,
Lord of Teaching, whose great mercy is beyond the expression of
our hearts.

